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primary has been attained ; and thus miracles begun
either for Warburton's object or Douglas's niay be
continued for others, "the importance of which/1 in
the language of the latter, " may lie hid from our
shallow comprehension."

15. Hume judges of professedly Divine acts by
experience; Bishops Warburton and Douglas by the
probable objects which a Divine Agent must pursue.
Both parties draw extravagant conclusions, and that
unphilosophically; but surely we know much less of
the designs and purposes of Divine Providence, on
which Warburton and Douglas insist, than we know
of that physical course of things on which Hume
takes his stand. Facts actually come before us; the
All-wise Mind is hidden from us. We have a right,
to form anticipations about facts; we may not, except
very Reverently and humbly, attempt to trace, and
we dare not prescribe, the rules on which Providence
conducts the government of the world. The Apostle
warns us, " Who hath known the mind of the Lord ?
and who hath been His counsellor ?" And surely, a
fresh or additional object in the course of Providence
presents a less startling difficulty to the mind than
an interposition in the laws of nature. If we conquer
our indisposition towards the news of such an inter-
: position by reflecting on the Sovereignty of the Creator,
let us not be religious by halves, let us submit our
imaginations to the full idea of that inscrutable